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Burkina Faso May 2010
Maternal Mortality: Giving life, risking death
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Women who live in poor and rural WHAT CAN YOU DO?

communities are the most affected. Turn the page to find out.



, WHAT CAN | DO?

Write a short, polite message to the Minister of Health of Burkina
Faso. You may write in French or English.

1. Start your letter with Dear Minister. In your first sentence,
express your concern that more than 2000 women die every year in
Burkina Faso during pregnancy and childbirth.

2. Then ask the Minister to create a plan to save more lives of women by respecting their right
to quality health care services.

3. Ask him to organize an information campaign about maternal health with other women'’s
organizations and to make sure that women are part of government decisions about maternal
health care.
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WHAT ELSE CAN | DO?

Send a “pagne” to the women of Burkina Faso. Pagnes are pieces of brightly coloured fabric
that people give to symbolize friendship and encouragement. Your pagne will be stitched
together with others from all over the world. The banners will be used at events this summer to
promote health and life for women and girls in Burkina Faso. Find a colourful piece of fabric
and cut out a square about bcm X 5ecm. Write a message of support on it. It could say “Women
in Burkina Faso have the right to good health care” or “I support quality care for mothers in
Burkina Faso”. Add your name and your city. Make sure to add “Canada”. Send your pagne by
June 1 to:

Lindsay Mossman, Amnesty International Canada
312 Laurier Ave East
Ottawa ON K1N 1H9



