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FILM GUIDE 

‘Our land, my people’ 
The struggle of the Lubicon Cree 
 
In “Our Land, My People”, the Lubicon people tell the story of their 30-year struggle for 
justice. We hope that as many people as possible will see this film and be motivated to 
speak out for the rights of the Lubicon Cree. This kit provides information, advice and tools 
for engaging friends, family, co-workers and the general public through a screening in your 
home, your work place, or your community. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
What happens when oil and gas development 
ignores human rights?  
 
The traditional land of the Lubicon Cree is in 
northern Alberta, east of Peace River. The 
first oil well was drilled on their land in 
1979. Within a few years, the community 
was plunged into poverty as the traditional 
hunting and economy was disrupted by the 
rapid expansion of the oil and gas fields. 
 
There are now more than 2000 oil and gas 
wells in their territory. That’s at least four 
wells for every Lubicon person.  Oil 
companies and the province have made 
billions of dollars. The Lubicon don’t even 
have safe drinking water.   
 
We want as many people as possible to see 
this story. “Our land, my people” can be 
shown at any not-for-profit event, from a 
screening in your home to a public event in 
your community. Wherever you show the film, 
be sure to give the audience the opportunity 
to take action and get more involved. Use the 

sample letters in this kit to organize a letter-
writing session. Download the petition from: 
www.amnesty.ca/lubicon. You can also order 
up to 200 free Lubicon action postcards from 
Amnesty International. 
 
In this kit: 
 

1. Screening opportunities (home and 
workplace screenings, public 
screenings, festivals and film series) 
 

2. Reaching out to others 
 

3. Getting prepared (introducing the 
film, key themes, Q and A) 
 

4. Tools (sample letter, sample media 
release, leaflets, event poster, photo 
petition). 
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SCREENING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The story of the Lubicon highlights issues of 
concern to a wide range of people. These 
issues include Indigenous rights, poverty, 
clean water, environmental protection, and 
social justice. The story of the Lubicon Cree 
stands as a powerful symbol of injustice in a 
country known for the defense of human 
rights and of impoverishment in the midst of 
vast wealth. No other human rights issue in 
Canada has been as frequently criticized by 
United Nations human rights bodies. For all 
these reasons, “Our Land, My People” tells a 
story that will be interest to many people 
among your friends and family and in your 
community.  

 
Home and workplace screenings:  

 
Hosting a private screening in your home or 
workplace can be a fun and easy way to raise 
awareness about the situation of the Lubicon 
Cree among friends and co-workers. You 
could show the film over lunch at work or a 
potluck at your house. Be prepared to 
encourage discussion of the issues. And be 
sure to give your guests an opportunity to 
take action. You could spend a few minutes 
to write letters. Or you could take pictures of 
your guests for our photo petition in support 
of the Lubicon Cree. (See the ‘Tools’ section 
of this kit.) 

 
Public screenings:  

 
The half-hour format of the documentary is 
ideal for a public event. The screening can be 
combined with a speaker or roundtable 
discussion. Be sure to provide the audience 
with an easy way to take action such as the 
included petition.  You can also order 
postcards and other materials from Amnesty 
International. These let you give the audience 
something to take away with them. 

 
If you are organizing your own public 
screening, you will need to find a venue. 
Many theatres support social justice causes 
by providing a space at a reduced price. 
However, you don’t need to show the film in a 
theatre. It can also be screened in libraries, 
places of worship, university lecture theatres, 
film clubs, union halls and more. Consider 
whether the space is accessible to your 
audience. Is it wheelchair accessible? Are 
there bus stops nearby? Is there parking? 
 
You will also need to promote your screening. 
Look for opportunities to promote your 
screening through local media. The included 
poster can be modified to promote your 
event. To engage more people, reach out to 
organizations in your community that may 
have a particular interest in any of the 
themes of this film. These organizations may 
be willing to co-sponsor a screening and 
promote to their members and contacts. (See 
“Reaching out to others” below.) Promote the 
screening through e-mail lists and event 
websites and through social networking sites. 
 
You are also encouraged to register your event 
online at www.amnesty.ca/lubicon. Not only 
does this help publicize your screening, it 
also helps send a stronger message to 
government about the growing public interest 
in the struggle of the Lubicon Cree. 
 
For more advice and information on 
organizing your own film event, please see: 
www.amnesty.ca/filmfest. 

 
Film festivals and film series: 
 
There are local film festivals and film series 
all over.  Countless organizations run and 
promote their own festivals or set up their 
own film nights.  If you don’t know of any in 
your community, ask around. Ask your local 
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theatre whether it support any festivals.   
What about the local community centre or 
library or college – do they have weekly film 
nights?  
 
Film festivals and film series usually have a 
screening committee that reviews a number 
of films and then decides which to include. 
This committee usually makes its selections a 
few months ahead of time. This timeline 
varies depending on the size of the festival or 
series, so be sure to inquire so you can get 
the film in on time.  The committee will likely 
consider things like the length of the film, 
how it fits with their theme, and whether they 
can get a speaker to introduce the film or 
help lead a discussion afterward.  
 
When contacting someone from a local film 
festival or film series, outline the main 
themes of the Lubicon film (see “key 
themes” in Section 3 of this kit). The range 
of themes makes it relevant to many 
audiences. You will be asked about the 
length of the film and whether or not it can 
be shown publicly.  The film is 26min.  
Amnesty holds full copyright to the film.  It 
can be shown free at any not-for-profit event, 
whether there is a charge for admission, 
admission is by donation, or admission is 
free.  Amnesty also has a trailer and a five 
minute version of the film that can be shown 
before other films in the festival or series.   
 

 
REACHING OUT TO OTHERS 

 
Our goal is to build a broad public movement 
for justice for the Lubicon Cree. The call for 
justice for the Lubicon has been supported by 
many organizations across Canada and 
around the world. Many of these 
organizations, such as the Council of 
Canadians, Sierra Club, and KAIROS, may 
have local chapters in your community. 

Whether you are planning your own event, or 
having the film shown in an existing film 
festival or series, you can reach a larger 
audience and have greater impact by working 
together with other organizations. 
 
Consider reaching out to university 
departments, Aboriginal Friendship Centres, 
and environmental organizations. A wide 
range of trade unions and their umbrella 
organizations, including the Canadian Labour 
Congress and the Alberta Federation of 
Labour, have publicly supported the Lubicon. 
So have many PIRGs, or Public Interest 
Research Groups, student-led advocacy 
groups that can be found on the majority of 
Canadian university campuses.  Think about 
your circle of friends and colleagues – you 
probably know at least a few people who 
belong to a great group right in your 
community. 
 
When first approaching another organization 
you may find it helpful to first consider what 
that group’s major focus is.  Highlighting the 
themes of the Lubicon film that are already 
part of their work may make it easier to get 
them involved.  
 
 



 
 

DIGNITY  DEMAND DIGNITY  ((( DEMAND DIGNITY )))  DEMAND DIGNITY  DEMAND DIGNITY  DEMAND DIGNITY  DEMAND DIGNITY  DEMAND 

 
 

GETTING PREPARED FOR YOUR EVENT 
 
You don’t need to know everything about the 
Lubicon story to host or introduce a film 
screening. But you should know the basic 
facts of the case and be prepared to answer 
some of the most frequently asked questions. 
The Lubicon story is summarized in the 
introduction to this film kit. You can use this 
same information to introduce the film. 
 
Key themes of the film:  

THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES  
 
The Canadian Constitution affirms the 
inherent rights of Aboriginal peoples. The 
Lubicon have never given up any rights to 
their land. They were simply overlooked 
during the treaty making process in Western 
Canada at the end of the 19th Century. The 
federal government has since failed to 
negotiate any settlement with the Lubicon.  

The Lubicon want control over their own lives 
and futures so that they can rebuild their 
community according to their values.  The 
Lubicon do not have a recognized reserve or 
any other recognition of their land rights. 
Their rights to their lands and resources are 
being ignored in the licensing of oil and gas 
development.  

THE RIGHT TO CULTURE, LIVELIHOOD, AND 
ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LIVING 
 
Before oil and gas development began, the 
Lubicon were largely self-sufficient, relying 
on the land for hunting, trapping, fishing and 
other activities vital to their economy and 
culture. The massive scale of oil and gas 
development has made these activities 
almost impossible. Within a few years of the 
first wells being drilled, the Lubicon economy 
collapsed and welfare dependency soared. 

THE RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT 
 
There are more than 2000 oil and gas wells 
in Lubicon territory. Over the last three 
decades, more than 5600 hectares of land 
have been cleared for oil and gas leases and 
related utilities such as power lines and 
pipelines. Approximately 2,200 km of roads 
have been built through Lubicon territory, 
primarily for oil and gas access. More than 
32,000 km of seismic lines have been cut for 
oil and gas exploration. Oil production in 
Lubicon territory includes sour gas, which is 
contaminated with toxic and corrosive 
hydrogen sulfide, and tar sands extraction.  

THE RIGHT TO HEALTH  
 
The destruction of the Lubicon economy has 
led to wide-spread ill-health in the 
community, including miscarriages and 
deaths from preventable diseases, as well as 
intense social problems such as youth 
suicide. 

EQUAL ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT SERVICES 
 
The Lubicon have no access to safe drinking 
water.  While other people in Canada take 
such access for granted, the Lubicon have 
been told their land dispute must be settled 
first.   

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is Amnesty International trying to 
achieve with this campaign? 
 
Amnesty International supports the position 
of the Lubicon people who are seeking a 
resolution of the land dispute that fully 
protects their human rights. The federal 
government needs to return to the negotiating 
table with the genuine intention of reaching 
an agreement that provides redress for the 
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human rights violations suffered by the 
Lubicon and enables the Lubicon people to 
rebuild their economy and society according 
to their wishes. Until such an agreement is 
reached, the Province of Alberta must stop 
licensing new development on Lubicon lands 
except with the consent of the Lubicon 
people. 
 
Why is the Lubicon situation a human rights 
issue? 
 
The right to culture, the right to health, the 
right to an adequate standard of living and 
Indigenous peoples’ rights to land are all 
human rights recognized and protected in 
international standards. All of these rights 
have been compromised and violated by the 
massive scale of oil and gas development 
taking place on Lubicon lands without the 
consent of the Lubicon people. 
 
Don’t the Lubicon have a treaty? 
 
No. In 1899, the Lubicon were overlooked 
when the Government of Canada negotiated a 
treaty with other First Nations in the region. 
The Lubicon have never given up their rights 
to their lands and resources. At the same 
time, their legal rights have never been 
formally recognized. This is what they tried to 
negotiate with the federal government. The 
Lubicon have no reserve and have been 
denied any say in the management of their 
territory. 
 
In a recent statement to the United Nations, 
the federal government claimed that Lubicon 
land and resource rights were all surrendered 
in the negotiation of the 1899 treaty – even 
though the Lubicon were never part of those 
negotiations and have not received the 
protections of that treaty. Claims that 
Lubicon rights could have been 
"extinguished" in this way are contrary to 

fundamental principles of law and justice. 
The fact that the government would make 
such claims before an international human 
rights body is further indication of the need 
for public outcry. 
 
What is the province of Alberta doing to 
protect the rights of the Lubicon? 
 
In 1988, the Lubicon and the Government of 
Alberta reached an agreement known as the 
Grimshaw Accord. The province has honoured 
the agreement by not allowing any new 
development on the portion of the traditional 
lands that the Lubicon have designated for a 
future reserve. 
 
However, the Province continues to license 
oil and gas development throughout the 
larger traditional territory of the Lubicon Cree 
with little consideration for the impact on 
Lubicon rights. United Nations human rights 
bodies have repeatedly stated that until the 
underlying land rights dispute has been 
resolved there should be no new development 
anywhere on Lubicon lands except with the 
consent of the Lubicon Cree. 
 
Why have negotiations between the Lubicon 
and the federal government not led to a 
settlement? 
 
The last round of negotiations broke down in 
2003. There were main issues that they 
couldn’t agree on: the powers that the 
Lubicon will exercise to govern their own 
community and the amount of compensation 
needed to restore Lubicon society and 
overcome the harm caused by decades of 
human rights abuse. On both issues, the 
government of Canada should be working 
cooperatively with the Lubicon to ensure that 
any settlement is consistent with the highest 
standards of human rights protection. 
Instead, the Government has taken an 
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aggressively adversarial approach that has 
little do with rights, or justice or fairness.  
 
It’s worth noting that the federal government 
has repeatedly been criticized for the way it 
handles the resolution of such disputes. 
Instead of working collaboratively to improve 
the living conditions of Indigenous peoples 
and address the injustices of the past, the 
government has tried to deny the existence of 
Aboriginal rights and to make as few 
concessions as possible in order to minimize 
federal obligations and any impact on 
corporate interests. 
 
What are the responsibilities of governments 
compared to those of the oil companies? 
 
The federal and provincial governments are 
responsible for the failure to provide legal 
protection for Lubicon land rights and for 
allowing oil and gas development to go ahead 
without such protection. But corporations 
also have responsibilities. Corporations have 
a responsibility to uphold human rights, even 
when working in jurisdictions where local 
laws and policies violate these standards. In 
other words, just because the federal and 
provincial governments are ignoring Lubicon 
rights, doesn’t mean that corporations should 
also ignore these rights. Until the land 
dispute is resolved and Lubicon rights are 
protected in law, Amnesty International is 
calling on all corporations working in Lubicon 
territory to maintain an open dialogue with 
the community and not to proceed with any 
new development opposed by the Lubicon. 
 
In what ways is the Lubicon experience 
similar to the situation of communities facing 
poverty and human rights violations in other 
countries? 
While every situation is unique, the situation 
of the Lubicon Cree illustrates some of the 
common dimensions of the human rights 

abuses that drive and deepen poverty around 
the world. For many communities, and 
especially for Indigenous peoples, secure 
access to the land is essential to meeting the 
basic needs of daily life. But communities 
are often left without legal protection for their 
lands.  Existing legal rights may be ignored or 
treated in a discriminatory way in order to 
benefit corporations and other private 
interests.  
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TOOLS FOR TAKING ACTION 
 
A film screening is the first step in getting 
friends, co-workers and members of the 
public more involved in the Lubicon 
campaign. At a home or workplace screening, 
there may be time to get your friends and co-
workers to write a letter to the government, 
which is one of the most effective forms of 
speaking out. In other settings, it may be 
more appropriate to have a petition or 
postcards available for signing. Either way, be 
sure to encourage everyone who sees the film 
to visit our website to take action online.  
 
You are strongly encouraged to consider 
possible follow-up activities. For example, 
there is a photo exhibit available from 
Amnesty International that could be 
displayed in your community. You could also 
host an afternoon of letter-writing or invite a 
speaker knowledgeable about Aboriginal 
rights concerns in Canada.  
 
If you are considering additional activities, 
it’s a good idea to use your film screening as 
an opportunity to find out who wants to be 
more involved and get their contact 
information. 
 
The following pages of this film kit includes 
these resources for your use: 
 
Sample letter 
It’s best to always write in your own words. 
However a sample letter can be make it 
easier to focus on what you want to say. 
 
Sample media release and film posters 
The sample media release and the two 
posters can be adapted to publicize your film 
screening. 
 
 
 

Leaflet 
It’s good to give your audience something to 
take away to remind them to visit our website 
and get more involved. The postcards that 
can be ordered from the national office of 
Amnesty International in Canada include a 
tear portion with the website address. If you 
aren’t using the postcards, you can copy this 
leaflet and cut it into four panels to hand out. 
 
Petition 
The included petition can be returned at any 
time to Amnesty International at any time. 
We will pass them on to the Government of 
Alberta. 
 
Photo petition 
If the venue permits you may also want to try 
encouraging participation in our photo 
petition. Simply ask your guests to have their 
picture taken holding up a message in 
support of the Lubicon, such as the “Justice 
for the Lubicon” sign on the last past of this 
kit. Directions for uploading the pictures can 
be found on our website, 
www.amnesty.ca/lubicon. The photos will be 
used as part of our ongoing efforts to 
demonstrate the growing public support for 
the rights of the Lubicon Cree. 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Amnesty International Canada 
312 Laurier Avenue East 
Ottawa, ON K1N 1H9 
Telephone: (613) 744-7667  
or 1-800-AMNESTY (1-800-266-3789) 
www.amnesty.ca/lubicon 
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SAMPLE LETTER 
 

 

The Honourable Ed Stelmach  
Premier of Alberta  
307 Legislature Bldg  10800 - 97 Avenue  
Edmonton, AB 
Canada  T5K 2B6  
FAX: (780) 427-1349  
 

Dear Premier Stelmach: 

 

United Nations human rights experts have repeatedly expressed concern over the 
devastating impacts of oil and gas development on the unprotected rights of the Lubicon 
Cree.  

I welcome the fact that the Province of Alberta no longer permits development within the 
lands the Lubicon have identified as the proposed site of their reserve. I am deeply 
concerned, however, by the fact that your government continued to permit large-scale oil 
and gas developments throughout the larger unceded territory of the Lubicon Cree.  

The Lubicon need a final agreement to recognize and protect their land and resource 
rights. Until such an agreement is reached, continued resource development on their 
traditional lands not only further undermines their rights but also makes it that much 
harder to reach a negotiated agreement with the federal government.  

Therefore I urge your government to announce that - pending final resolution of the 
Lubicon land dispute - no new development activity should be permitted on Lubicon 
traditional lands except with the agreement of the Lubicon Cree. 

 
Sincerely, 
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SAMPLE MEDIA RELEASE 

 
 
Film screening tells shocking story of the human rights impact of oil 
development on Indigenous lands 
 
[date] 
 
Three decades of massive oil and gas development have had a devastating impact on the 
economy and society of a small Indigenous community caught in the middle of the Alberta 
oil boom. 
 
The Lubicon Cree have never up given any rights to their lands and resources. Despite this, 
they have never had any say over the licensing of development on their lands. The 
resulting destruction of their hunting and trapping economy has been repeatedly 
condemned by United Nations human rights bodies. 
 
The Lubicon story is the subject of a half-hour documentary by the human rights group 
Amnesty International being shown [date and location]. The film is being presented by 
[where relevant, the names of local partners involved in the screening]. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
[Local contact information] 
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