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RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
JOURNALIST’S DEPORTATION HALTED BUT RISK REMAINS 

 
Although the Moscow City Court has suspended the deportation of Uzabekistani national 
Khudoberdi Nurmatov (better known under his journalist alias Ali Feruz) pending review 
of his case by the European Court of Human Rights, he continues to be held in detention. 
He should be immediately released. 
 

On 8 August 2017, the Moscow City Court judge 
ruled that the deportation of Novaya Gazeta 
newspaper correspondent and activist Khudoberdi 
Turgunalievich Nurmatov must be suspended 
pending review of his case by the European Court 
of Human Rights (ECtHR). The judge referred to 
the ECtHR’s decision on 4 August 2017 to grant 
Khudoberdi Nurmatov urgent interim measures 
under Rule 39 of the Rules of the Court, 
prohibiting his deportation to Uzbekistan. The 
judge, however, also ruled that the journalist must 

stay in the Special Facility for Temporary Detention of Foreign Citizens (SUVSIG) while his 
case is being considered by the ECtHR, which could take several months or even years. He 
remains at risk of forcible return, including abduction, to Uzbekistan while in detention. 
 
Amnesty International has documented numerous instances of forcible return of individuals 
from Russia to Uzbekistan, including the abduction and secret rendition of asylum seekers and 
refugees by security forces. If deported to Uzbekistan, Khudoberdi Nurmatov is at risk of 
serious human rights violations such as torture and prosecution, including for his sexual 
orientation. Consensual sexual relations between men is a crime in Uzbekistan, punishable by 
imprisonment. Immigration-related detention should be used only as a last resort, for the 
shortest time possible and only when necessary and proportionate to the objective of 
preventing absconding, to verify identity or ensure compliance with a deportation order, none 
of which applies in Khudoberdi Nurmatov’s case. He should be immediately released. 
 
In the courtroom on 8 August, Khudoberdi Nurmatov showed bruises he said resulted from a 
beating by one of the security guards during his transfer to the detention centre after his 
previous court hearing on 2 August 2017. There has been no investigation into his allegation of 
ill-treatment. 
 



    

 

Please continue to campaign on this case by asking the authorities 
* to immediately release Khudoberdi Turgunalievich Nurmatov;  
* to promptly and effectively investigate Khudoberdi Nurmatov’s allegations of ill-treatment 
in custody and, pending his release, ensure he is protected from torture and ill treatment;  
* to take all necessary steps to ensure Khudoberdi Nurmatov is not abducted and subjected to secret 
rendition, or in any other way forcibly returned to Uzbekistan, where he would be at risk of 
prosecution, torture, other ill-treatment and imprisonment, including for his sexual orientation. 

 
Address your appeals to 
 
Prosecutor General  
Yuriy Yakovlevich Chaika  
Prosecutor General’s Office  
ul. B. Dmitrovka, d.15a  
125993 Moscow GSP- 3 
Russian Federation  
Fax:   011 7 495 987 5841  or  011 7 495 692 1725  
Online in Russian only: http://ipriem.genproc.gov.ru/contacts/ipriem/send/   
Salutation:  Dear Prosecutor General 
 
Minister of the Interior 
Vladimir Aleksandrovich Kolokoltsev 
Ul. Zhitnaya d. 16 
119049 Moscow, Russian Federation 
Fax:   011 7 495 667 0598  
Online in Russian only: https://xn--b1aew.xn--p1ai/request_main   
Salutation:  Dear Minister 
 
Please send a copy to 
 
His Excellency Alexander Darchiev 
Ambassador for the Russian Federation 
285 Charlotte Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L5 
Fax:   (613) 236-6342 
Email:  info@rusembassy.ca 
 
Human Rights Ombudsman  
Tatiana Nikolaevna Moskalkova 
ul. Miasnitskaia, 47 
107084, Moscow 
Russian Federation 
Fax:   011 7 495 607 7470  or  011 7 495 607 3977  
 

Thank you for your efforts. 
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