
Russia: Justice for LGBTI victims 
 

 
For more information on this petition 
please contact: jhansen@amnesty.ca 

 
To: Head of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation 
In early 2017, more than 100 men in Chechnya were abducted, and some tortured, by 
officials because of their real or perceived sexual orientation. Everyone has a right to 
freedom of expression, and to live in safety and free from discrimination. Please 
investigate these attacks and hold those responsible to account. 
 

Sincerely, 
Petition Signers: Complete if you wish to receive 
email alerts and updates about Amnesty’s human 
rights work (1-2 times per month) 

Name (please print)  Address (include postal code)  Signature Phone and Email 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
Please submit completed petitions to:  
Amnesty International Canada 312 Laurier Avenue East Ottawa ON K1N 1H9 

PETITION COLLECTOR PLEASE FILL IN THS BOX 
Your name: 
Event/Location/City: 
 
Date signatures collected: 



 
Everyone has the right to live free from violence and discrimination. 

  

April 4, 2018: The Russian authorities have abjectly failed to take effective action in response to the violent persecution of gay men in Chechnya, Amnesty 
International said one year after a series of homophobic crimes in the southern republic were exposed. 

A report by the Novaya Gazeta newspaper revealed a horrifying “gay purge” in Chechnya in which dozens of men were abducted, tortured and killed. 
However, to date, not one person has to be held to account for these crimes. 

“A year ago, this shocking news from Chechnya was ridiculed and dismissed by the Russian government. Since then we have witnessed a shocking 
display of denial, evasion and inaction by the authorities, who have repeatedly refused to launch an official investigation into the reported heinous crimes 
and ignored credible evidence provided by Novaya Gazeta and others,” said Denis Krivosheev, Deputy Director for Eastern Europe and Central Asia at 
Amnesty International. 

“We have witnessed a shocking display of denial, evasion and inaction by the authorities, who have repeatedly refused to launch an official investigation into the 
reported heinous crimes.” - Denis Krivosheev, Deputy Director for Europe and Central Asia at Amnesty International 

Victims of such crimes have generally had to rely on Russia’s human rights community, who have provided support and safety to individuals hunted down 
in Chechnya and ignored by the authorities elsewhere in Russia. 

The tireless work of human rights defenders, including from the Russian LGBT Network, has resulted in 116 people being safely relocated from Chechnya, 
98 of whom have left Russia. 

Igor Kochetkov, the founder and council member of the Russian LGBT Network, said: “Over the past year, the Russian LGBT Network and Novaya Gazeta 
have undertaken the work the state was supposed to do. We have ensured the safety of victims and collected and publicized their testimonies. But one 
thing we could not do is launch an investigation and ensure criminal prosecution of the perpetrators. The Russian authorities, apparently, do not want to do 
this.” 

Amnesty International reiterates its call on the Russian authorities to promptly and effectively investigate the reports of abduction, secret detention, torture 
and killing of men believed to be gay in the Chechen Republic. 

They must take immediate action to ensure the safety of LGBTI people in the region and elsewhere in Russia. 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur46/6023/2017/en/

