
THANK YOU  
for standing up  
for humanity  
and human  
rights
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You’re campaigning for a world where  
human rights are enjoyed by all.
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She was imprisoned for drawing political cartoons. But in 
May 2016, after a year and a half of unjust imprisonment in 
Iran, 29-year-old artist and activist Atena Farghadani walked 
free after her sentence was reduced from 12 years and 
nine months. It was great news that Atena was freed, but 
she should never have been imprisoned in the first place—
she hadn’t committed any crime. She was a prisoner of 
conscience, punished for peacefully expressing her opinion. 
Since 1961, Amnesty members have been campaigning to 
free prisoners of conscience. It was how Amnesty started and 
it’s still at the heart of what Amnesty does today. The release 
of a prisoner of conscience is always cause for celebration. 
Throughout 2016, you stood by courageous prisoners of 
conscience, helping to win freedom for some, while giving 
hope to others who remain in prison.

Throughout 2016, you helped keep the spotlight on China’s 
dismal human rights record. Hundreds of lawyers were 
caught up in an unprecedented Chinese government 
crackdown on human rights in 2015 and remained in jail 
through 2016. Jiang Tianyong is one of those human rights 
lawyers. Jiang’s work to defend vulnerable groups was not 
illegal—he operated within the laws of the Chinese state. 
But still the government detained him and used state media 
to discredit him. Today he languishes in a jail in Changsha, 
Hunan Province, and his family and lawyers are prevented 
from visiting him. He is waiting to hear if he is to stand trial for 
“subverting state power”, a charge which carries a maximum 
sentence of life imprisonment. In 2016, you held the Chinese 
authorities to account for the way they treat those who work 
bravely to protect human rights.

YOU’RE WORKING TO PROTECT WOMEN, MEN AND CHILDREN 
WHEREVER JUSTICE, FREEDOM, TRUTH AND DIGNITY ARE DENIED 

WON THE RELEASE OF 
PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE

DEMANDED AN END TO  
CHINA’S RUTHLESS CRACKDOWN 

ON HUMAN RIGHTS

YOU  

YOU  
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Iranian artist Atena Farghadani was jailed for drawing a cartoon.

Amnesty launched a two-year, global campaign in 2016 
for refugee rights—the I Welcome campaign. There are 
22.3 million refugees in the world who have been forced by 
extreme danger to flee their own countries and take shelter 
abroad. Refugees have the right to live in freedom and 
safety, to look after their families and build secure futures. 
But many countries are slamming their doors shut on 
them. The I Welcome campaign is about making sure that 
governments commit to protecting refugees. But more than 
that, the I Welcome campaign is about the inspiring citizens 
around the world who are refusing to turn their backs on 
refugees, the citizens who are welcoming refugees into 
their communities. People everywhere—all of us—have it 
within our power to create the kind of society we want to 
live in by welcoming the people who can’t go home.

SPOKE OUT FOR THE RIGHTS OF 
REFUGEES FLEEING DANGER

YOU  

Majd and Manal fled Aleppo, Syria, with their two daughters. 
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In May, at an event on Parliament Hill to 
mark the end of Amnesty’s two-year global 
Stop Torture campaign, Foreign Affairs 
Minister Stéphane Dion announced that 
Canada would at long last move toward 
signing on to an important international 
torture prevention treaty, 13 years after 
the United Nations adopted it. 

In September, 12 years after Amnesty’s 
ground-breaking Stolen Sisters report, the 
federal government announced the launch 
of the National Inquiry into Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. 

This was a long needed step forward, 
although there remain serious concerns 
around aspects of the Inquiry. 

In 2016, Amnesty researchers highlighted 
deep concerns about the impact of 
extensive resource development on 
Indigenous rights and gender equality 
in the Peace River valley area of 
northeastern British Columbia. Amnesty 
called for a halt to the construction of the 
massive hydroelectric Site C dam, which 
is opposed by First Nations communities 
in the area. 

SUPPORTED A BUSY YEAR OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS WORK IN CANADA 

YOU  

We are hearing increasingly poisonous speech coming out of the mouths of politicians 
the world over. Whether it’s Orban in Hungary, Modi in India, Erdoǧan in Turkey, Duterte 
in the Philippines, or Trump in the United States, more and more politicians are calling 
themselves anti-establishment and using the politics of demonization. These politicians 
hound, scapegoat and dehumanize entire groups of people to win the support of 
voters. This is endangering human rights. In 2016, governments turned a blind eye to 
war crimes, pushed through deals that undermine the right to claim asylum, passed 
laws that violate free expression, incited murder of people because they use drugs, 
legitimized mass surveillance, and extended draconian police powers. As an Amnesty 
supporter, you are defending the idea of human dignity—you are standing up against 
those who use blame and fear to take or cling on to power at any cost.

NOW MORE THAN EVER YOU  
ARE SAFEGUARDING HUMAN RIGHTS

The Syrian crisis is unimaginable in its 
scale and viciousness. Every 20 seconds, 
a Syrian is forced to flee their home; 
every hour five people are killed; every 
day 35 people are ‘disappeared’. 7 million 
people are internally displaced within 
Syria and over 4.9 million people have 
fled the country. In 2016, you spoke out 
for the human rights of people across 
Syria. You exposed human rights abuses. 
You campaigned for an end to torture 
in prisons. You called for justice and 
accountability. You demanded an arms 
embargo. And during the terrible Siege 
of Aleppo, you urged that humanitarian 
passages be opened up to reach civilians 
and allow them to flee to safety. Your 
continued pressure was essential to 
ensuring the protection of civilians. In the 
face of this brutal six-year conflict, your 
support is making a difference.

MADE SURE  
THE SYRIAN  

CONFLICT REMAINED  
ONE OF AMNESTY’S  
HIGHEST PRIORITIES

YOU  
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Activists mark the end of Amnesty’s two-year global Stop Torture campaign.
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YOU SUPPORTED LIFE-SAVING HUMAN 
RIGHTS WORK AROUND THE WORLD
The generosity of Amnesty International donors in Canada supports a large 
number of Amnesty’s international projects. In 2016, Amnesty’s Canadian donors 
directly funded $3.5 million of human rights research, campaigning and crisis 
work by teams working out of Amnesty International’s global headquarters and 
regional hub offices. On these pages you will find descriptions of some of the 
projects made possible by your generous support to Amnesty International.

Nigeria

Dominican 
Republic

Mexico

Abubakar Rugamba 
Kabura had to flee 
persecution in Burundi. 
You ensured that 
Amnesty teams were 
in Burundi in 2016 
to investigate human 
rights violations.
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BURUNDIBURUNDICORPORATE 
ACCOUNTABILITY

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
You campaigned to end a migration crisis    
Building on extensive prior research, 
Amnesty continued to defend the rights of 
people of Haitian descent who are being 
expelled from the Dominican Republic. 
The expulsions follow a scandalous 
2013 judgement by the Dominican 
Constitutional Court which deprived 
hundreds of thousands of people of their 
Dominican nationality and made the 
majority of them stateless.

GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS 
You held companies accountable for their abuse 
You put pressure on companies to ensure  
their supply chains were free of abuses. 
Amnesty International demanded that 
companies identify and address human rights 
risks in their operations. And we pressed 
governments to put laws in place to ensure 
that companies are transparent about their 
practices and supply chains.

MEXICO 
You demanded accountability for more 
than 27,000 missing   
The Mexican government acknowledges 
that more than 27,000 people are 
missing, but in recent years there have 
only been seven sentences for torture 
and six for enforced disappearance at  
a federal level in Mexico.

DRC
You helped protect human rights during elections   
In 2016, the Democratic Republic of Congo was due to 
hold elections (since postponed until 2018). Amnesty 
worked to expose human rights abuses that would 
have threatened peaceful, fair and free elections in 
DRC. Recurring violence and conflict in the DRC has a 
knock-on effect in nearby countries so Amnesty’s work 
promotes stability in the region.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL4

Amnesty activists 
demonstrating outside an 
Apple store. Amnesty has 
been putting pressure on 
companies like Apple  
and Samsung to ensure 
their supply chains are 
free of abuses. 
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Burundi

Egypt

South 
Sudan

DRC

Myanmar 

Indonesia

Turkey

Jordan

Lebanon Iraq
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SOUTH SUDANBURUNDI

BURUNDI 
You helped fund Amnesty’s work during a time of crisis  
The most serious crisis in Burundi since the end of the 
civil war in 2005 made the work of Burundian human 
rights defenders and journalists difficult beyond belief. 
Many went into exile or hiding. You ensured that Amnesty 
teams were in Burundi to investigate human rights 
violations and to support local human rights defenders. 

SOUTH SUDAN 
You demanded accountability for terrible violations  
Conflict raged in South Sudan in 2016 between 
forces loyal to the president and forces loyal to the 
former vice president. Terrible violations of human 
rights included mass killings, abductions, rape 
and other forms of sexual violence. You ensured 
Amnesty could work to expose these human rights 
abuses and hold guilty parties accountable.

MYANMAR, INDONESIA  
AND NIGERIA
You called out rogue companies for 
corporate crimes   
Amnesty International investigated 
companies for corporate crimes involving 
human rights abuses. Companies enjoy 
a sense of immunity because they are 
rarely prosecuted for such crimes. 
Amnesty is determined that this situation 
will end. Because of your support these 
companies will be held accountable.

MIDDLE EAST 
You made the Syrian refugee crisis a priority   
Countries neighbouring or near Syria—Lebanon, 
Jordan, Iraq, Turkey and Egypt—are hosting 
millions of Syrians who have fled the conflict 
in their country. Amnesty missions to those 
countries investigated the conditions for refugees 
and the human rights issues they are facing. 
Amnesty pressed the international community to 
provide more aid and increase resettlement.

Internally displaced 
children, South Sudan. 
Amnesty researchers 
have been in South 
Sudan exposing terrible 
human rights violations.
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IT ALL STARTS  
WITH YOU

CRISIS  
RESPONSE 
QUICK ACTIONS 

TO PROTECT 
HUMAN RIGHTS

INCREASED 
AWARENESS 

THROUGH 
COMMUNICATIONS  

& MEDIA

EDUCATION 
AND  

TRAINING
BUILD  

HUMAN RIGHTS

RESEARCH 
MISSIONS 

INVESTIGATE AND  
EXPOSE  

THE TRUTH

HUMAN RIGHTS

REPORTS 
ARE RESPECTED &  

TRUSTED
INTERNATIONALLY

GLOBAL 
CAMPAIGNS 
FOCUS ATTENTION

ON PRESSING HUMAN 
RIGHTS ISSUES

PRESSURE 
PUT ON 

GOVERNMENTS 
AND OTHERS  

TO STOP ABUSES

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS

Please contact the Ottawa Office  
at 613-744-7667 or email  
members@amnesty.ca to receive  
the complete audited statements.

Statement of Financial Position
As at December 31, 2016

 2016 2015 
ASSETS $ $

Current assets 2,249,577 2,321,835  

Loan receivable —  20,000 
Investments 440,300   419,374
Capital assets 1,589,202  1,658,174
 4,279,079 4,419,383

LIABILITIES
Current liabilities 1,124,458 919,365
Long-term debt  

and obligations 
under capital lease 104,420  193,950

 1,228,878  1,113,315

NET ASSETS 3,050,201 3,306,068
Net assets are  

comprised of:
General fund  1,737,205 1,926,982
Internally  
  restricted funds 819,179 801,652 
Externally 
  restricted funds 493,817 577,434 

 3,050,201   3,306,068

YOUR GIFTS, DONATIONS 
AND BEQUESTS
ARE USED TO FUND:

ALL THIS HELPS TO:

BRING HUMAN 
RIGHTS 

ABUSERS 
TO JUSTICE

SUPPORT
THE RIGHTS OF

INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES

PREVENT
POLITICAL
KILLINGS

& DISAPPEARANCES

STOP  
HUMAN RIGHTS 

ABUSES 
BY CORPORATIONS

FREE 
PRISONERS OF  
CONSCIENCE

SUPPORT 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

DEFENDERS

PROTECT  
THE RIGHTS OF

CHILDREN

STRENGTHEN

WOMEN’S
RIGHTS

DEMAND 
DIGNITY 

FOR EVERYONE

PROTECT

REFUGEES
SAVE  

PEOPLE FROM 

TORTURE
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Statement of Financial Position
As at December 31, 2016

Statement of Operations
As at December 31, 2016

Amnesty International Canadian Section (English Speaking) 
(Incorporated under the laws of Canada)

• June V. Ardiel • K. Balsdon • Herbert H. Beck • Reilly T. Bird • Norma Blois • Ian A Brookes • C.A. Browning • Kay Buell  
• Wendy Marilyn Burns • Pauline Carey • E. Jean Comfort • Marion Current • Josephina Curtis • Yvonne Durent • Kevin Dwyer 
• R. Michael Eaton • Joan Edward • Wilma D. Emmons • Freda Muriel Fennell • Randall Fisher • Edith Margaret Fowke  
• Walter Gillis • Anna E Graham-Cumming • Joan A. Hadrill • Thomas Alexander Hay •  M. Gloria Hazen • Libuse Fiser Heilig  
• E. Lois Hubert • Mary Izawa • Gerald Arthur Johnson • Irene Kelly • Francoise Lemire • Douglass William Marshall  
• Ursula F. Matthews • Shirley Meredith • Ramesh Mishra • Ray Morris • Camilla Morrow • Ruth B. Mowat • Beverley Joan Nelson  
• Gisella Nipkow • Margaret Orok • Pamela Pritchard • Hannah Roache • Virginia J. Rock • Doris Myrtle Ryall • Mary Schaufele  
• George Shane • Rose K. Sills • Edith E. Slipp • Janet Tollefson • Marie Walker

BEQUESTS KEEP THE CANDLE BRIGHT
Amnesty International gratefully acknowledges the gifts received during the past year from the following estates. We honour the memory of 
these dedicated Amnesty supporters. Their final gifts serve as a lasting legacy of their commitment to protecting human rights worldwide.

2016

Revenue
Fundraising revenue    13,270,138  — 13,270,138 6,115 13,276,253 13,349,970
Less fundraising  expense   (4,284,562) — (4,284,562) — (4,284,562) (4,192,374)

 8,985,576 — 8,985,576 6,115 8,991,691 9,157,596

Groups / networks 34,496 — 34,496 — 34,496 47,762
Merchandise sales 14,333 — 14,333 — 14,333 9,573
Publication sales 1,735 — 1,735 — 1,735 389
Event revenue — — — — — 29,990
Investment revenue 2,954 — 2,954 8,393 11,347 15,768

Miscellaneous 6,180 — 6,180 — 6,180 50,256

 9,045,274 — 9,045,274 14,508 9,059,782 9,311,334
Expenses

Action strategies 2,298,793 — 2,298,793 118,125 2,416,918 2,143,677

Grassroots activism 2,147,478 — 2,147,478 — 2,147,478 2,212,855

Communications and  
    marketing 3,030,678 — 3,030,678 — 3,030,678 2,768,296

Information Technology 
    and systems 489,573 — 489,573 — 489,573 503,399

Organization 1,218,529 12,473 1,231,002 — 1,231,002 1,256,496

 9,185,051 12,473 9,197,524 118,125 9,315,649 8,884,723

Net revenue (expense) 
for the year (139,777) (12,473) (152,250) (103,617) (255,867) 426,611

General fund
2016
$

Internally 
restricted funds
2016
$

Total general 
and internally 
restricted funds
2016
$

Externally 
restricted funds
2016
$

Total
2016  
$

Total
2015  
$
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HUMAN RIGHTS HEROES
USA    Albert Woodfox 

“I’d like to thank Amnesty 
International and its members 
around the world for the support 
that has allowed me to be 
standing here and saying, Thank 
you!” Albert Woodfox said in a 
message to Amnesty supporters. 
Thanks to you, Woodfox finally 
left a US prison after 43 years 
in solitary confinement. He’s just 
one of the many people released 
from wrongful imprisonment in 
2016 by your support. 

MYANMAR    Phyoe Phyoe Aung 

Amnesty members have long 
campaigned for human rights 
in Myanmar. In April, Phyoe 
Phyoe Aung walked free after 
Amnesty supporters across the 
world wrote nearly 400,000 
letters, emails, and tweets  
for her. She was released  
along with dozens of other 
jailed student protesters. 

HONDURAS    Berta Cáceres 

Environmental defender and 
Indigenous leader Berta Cáceres 
was brutally murdered in  
March 2016. Assassins entered 
her home at night and gunned  
her down. Amnesty supporters 
have demanded justice for Berta 
and protection for her daughters 
and other Indigenous leaders 
who are courageously continuing 
to defend human rights and the 
environment in Honduras

MALAWI    Annie Alfred 

Thanks to the global pressure 
of Amnesty supporters, Malawi 
changed two laws in September 
2016 that now help protect 
people with albinism from 
violence and murder. This means 
that Annie Alfred, who has 
albinism, faces less persecution 
because those who hunt people 
like her for body parts now face 
life in prison.

IRAN    Homa Hoodfar 

In September 2016, you 
helped win the release of Dr 
Homa Hoodfar, a Canadian 
professor arrested in Iran and 
thrown in the notorious Evin 
prison. Her arrest reflects a 
disturbing trend in Iran to 
crack down on women’s rights 
activists and researchers.  
Dr Hoodfar is pictured here 
with Amnesty’s Alex Neve.

1-800-AMNESTY (1-800-266-3789)      

amnesty.ca

Toronto Office
1992 Yonge St. – 3rd Floor
Toronto, ON  M4S 1Z7

Tel: (416) 363-9933
Fax: (416) 363-3103

toronto@amnesty.ca

Vancouver Office
430-319 West Pender St.
Vancouver, BC  V6B 1T3

Tel: (604) 294-5160

vancouver@amnesty.ca

National Office
312 Laurier Ave. East
Ottawa, ON  K1N 1H9

Tel: (613) 744-7667
Fax: (613) 746-2411

members@amnesty.ca
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