
 

 
The Site C dam, an $8 billion hydro-electric dam backed by the       
government of BC, would flood more than 100km of the Peace River 
Valley and its tributaries. Amnesty International has stood with First 
Nations in calling for the Peace River Valley to be protected. Last year, 
during Write for Rights, people around the world sent over 180,000  
messages saying no to Site C. 
 
Today, a new government in BC has promised to respect Indigenous 
rights, giving hope that the Site C dam may soon be stopped. As we 
continue this work, it’s also crucial to change how governments make 
decisions about resource projects so that disastrous decisions like the 
approval of the Site C dam are not repeated. 
 
Canada’s constitution protects the rights of Indigenous Peoples. Yet 
Canada’s environmental laws don’t require governments to even  
consider these rights when deciding what projects are given approval.  
 
Furthermore, decisions routinely ignore many other important  
impacts, such as the effect on the cost and availability of housing 
when high-paying jobs bring new workers into the local communities. 
Although changes to the local economy and society can have different 
impacts on people of different genders, these differences are almost 
never considered. 
 
The federal government is currently reviewing how decisions are 
made about resource development projects.   
 
Ask Canada to learn from its mistakes and ensure that human rights 
are protected in future decisions.  

 

To take action, go to the next page. 

 

CANADA:           
Uphold human rights in 

  resource development decisions 

Treaty promises broken. Vital animal habitat 
destroyed. Graves and cultural sites flooded. Family 
farms swept away. British Columbia’s Site C dam is 

one of the largest and most destructive resource 
development projects in Canada. 

States shall establish and implement, 

in conjunction with indigenous 

peoples concerned, a fair, 

independent, impartial, open and 

transparent process, giving due 

recognition to Indigenous Peoples’ 

laws, traditions, customs and land 

tenure systems, to recognize and 

adjudicate the rights of Indigenous 

Peoples pertaining to their lands, 

territories and resources…  

 

Article 27, UN Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
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Please write to the Minister of Environment. 
 
 Start with Dear Minister. 
 Describe who you are. 
 Welcome the government’s current    

review of how decisions about resource 
development projects are made.  Urge 
the government to ensure that human 
rights are respected in all future          
decisions about resource development. 

 You may add a few more points: 
 

 Decisions must respect the rights of First         
Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples, including   
the right to say no when projects threaten their  
cultures and ways of life. 

 The decision-making process must look at all 
the potential impacts, not only on the            
environment, but on the communities that host          
resource development projects in their        
backyards. 

 As part of such an assessment, specific          
attention must be paid to how the benefits and 
harms may be different for people of different 
genders. 

 Assessment of the social and economic impacts 
of proposed projects must always consider the 
context of past harms done to Indigenous    
peoples and current inequalities experienced 
by Indigenous peoples and many other groups 
in society. 

 
Send your message to Amnesty’s national     
office for delivery at an event in early 2018. 
 

The Honourable Catherine McKenna 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change  
c/o Amnesty International 
312 Laurier Avenue East 
Ottawa ON K1N 1H9 
 

#WriteforRights    

Unleash your pens and keyboards! 

The government-appointed environmental  
impact assessment for the Site C dam concluded 
that the impacts on the Dunne-Za, Cree and    
Métis peoples would be severe, permanent and 
irreversible. But the federal and provincial  
governments concluded these impacts were  
justified by claimed economic benefits of the 
dam. 
 
The federal and provincial governments later 
admitted that the decision-making process had 
ignored the potential violation of Treaty rights. 
But when challenged by the West Moberly and 
Prophet River First Nations, the federal  
government said it would not act to protect their 
Treaty rights until they had proven in court that 
harm had been done – a legal process that could 
take decades.  
 
A newly elected government in British Columbia 
is now reconsidering the approval of the Site C 
dam. For the latest updates and ways to take  
action, see: www.amnesty.ca/sitec 

  
TAKE PART: writeathon.ca 

Allies come together to deliver a canoe full of 
messages to the BC legislatures as the 

government considers the fate  
of the Peace River valley. 

http://www.amnesty.ca/sitec

