EXECUTING COUNTRIES IN 2018

This map indicates the general locations
of boundaries and jurisdictions and
should not be interpreted as Amnesty
International’s view on disputed territories.
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7. USA
Executions and death
sentences increased
for the second year
but remained within
historically low trends.
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Executions
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a spike in death
sentences.
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DEATH SENTENCES AND EXECUTIONS 2018

The 13 countries numbered on the map
have persistently executed in the past five
years (2014–2018).

+ indicates that the figure that Amnesty
International has calculated is a minimum.
Where + is not preceded by a number, this
means Amnesty International is confident
that there was more than one execution
but it was not possible to establish a figure.

Judicial executions may have taken place
in Syria. However, Amnesty International
was unable to confirm any figures due to
the internal armed conflict.

5. IRAQ

2. IRAN

12. AFGHANISTAN

1. CHINA

Executions carried
out despite flagrant
violations of legal
due process and
sometimes in
response to terrorismrelated violence.

Lowest number of
executions recorded since
2010; seven juvenile
offenders among those
executed.

Three executions carried
out in one day, but new
government initiative to
review all death sentences.

Continued to be
the world’s top
executioner and
figures remained a
state secret.

8. JAPAN
Highest number
of executions since
2008.

13. NORTH KOREA
Amnesty International believes
executions continued after unfair trials
but impossible to verify information.

9. PAKISTAN
Known executions
decreased by 77%.

4. VIET NAM
Rare official figures
showed the extent of
its resort to the death
penalty, placing it among
top executioners.

3. SAUDI ARABIA

11. SOMALIA

Majority of those
executed were
foreign nationals.

46% decrease in recorded
executions. All executions
carried out by firing
squad and for murder and
terrorism-related offences.

10. SINGAPORE
Number of executions
reached double figures
for the first time since
2003.
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