
Ambassador Carlos Humberto Jiménez Licona  

Embassy of Guatemala in Canada 

130 Albert Street, Suite 1010 

Ottawa ON K1P 5G4 

 

May 30, 2018 

Dear Ambassador Jiménez: 

On behalf of Canadian civil society organizations, we wish to express our profound concern about the 

escalating number of attacks in Guatemala on human rights defenders working to protect Indigenous 

territories, land and the environment as well as attacks on journalists. The UN Special Rapporteur on 

human rights defenders, Michel Forst, has said that Guatemala is one of the most dangerous countries 

in the world in which to be a human rights defender, especially for those working on land, territory and 

environmental issues.[1] In 2017, Guatemalan organizations reported 493 attacks on human rights 

defenders.[2] 

We wish to bring to your attention the case of three human rights defenders who were attacked and 

killed just this month, over a four-day period—between May 9 and 13 [3]: 

 Luis Arturo Marroquin, age 47, working for the Comité de Desarrollo Campesino (CODECA) in 
San Luis Jilotepeque; 

 Jose Can Xol, age 37, working for the Comité Campesino del Altiplano (CCDA) in Choctún, 
Basilá;  

 Mateo Chamám Paau, age 31, working for the CCDA in San Juan Tres Rios, Cobán.  

This high-level of violence against human rights defenders requires immediate action. We call on the 

Attorney General of Guatemala to initiate a prompt, impartial, and thorough investigation into the 

murders and that the material and intellectual perpetrators be brought to justice for these crimes.  

We also call on her to publicly condemn the killings and to recognize the important and legitimate work 

of human rights defenders in Guatemala. CODECA and the CCDA carry out legitimate and important 

work throughout the country on behalf of Indigenous peoples and small-scale farmers and must be free 

from intimidation and threats in order to do their work.  

We call on all Guatemalan officials to refrain from using language that stigmatizes, disparages, or 

discriminates against human rights defenders. Such language includes calling human rights defenders – 

and in particular those defending land, Indigenous rights, or the environment – ‘anti-development’, 

‘eco-terrorists’, or ‘anti-patriotic’—and serves to undermine the legitimate concerns and safety of these 

defenders.  

In addition to ensuring a robust investigation into these and other attacks on human rights defenders, 

we call on the new Attorney General, Maria Consuelo Porras, to ensure her office fully and immediately 

implements the General Instruction to investigate crimes committed against human rights defenders 

signed and adopted by her predecessor, Lic. Thelma Aldana. This includes ensuring that the work to 



investigate and track patterns of crimes against defenders is fully resourced, transparent, socialized 

throughout the country, and shared widely with Guatemalan civil society.  

Finally, we wish to share with you our support for the ongoing role of the International Commission 

Against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG). Canada is one of the top four donors to CICIG, and strongly 

supports its mandate. It is crucial that the work of CICIG continue without obstruction in order to ensure 

justice in Guatemala for historical and ongoing cases of corruption and impunity.  

 Sincerely, 

 

Americas Policy Group 

Amnesty International Canada  

Amnistie Internationale Canada Francophone 

The Canadian Centre for International Justice  

The Canadian Network on Corporate Accountability  

The Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE)  

CoDevelopment Canada  

Committee for Human Rights in Latin America (CDHAL) 

CUPW-STTP  

Education in Action - Café Justicia Ottawa 

Horizons of Friendship  

Inter Pares  

KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives  

Maritimes-Guatemala Breaking the Silence Network 

Mining Injustice Solidarity Network 

MiningWatch Canada  

Nobel Women’s Initiative  

Oxfam Canada 

Oxfam Québec  

Peace Brigades International Canada  

Presbyterian World Service and Development  

PSAC Social Justice Fund  

Unifor 

Unitarian Service Committee Canada  

The United Church of Canada 

United Steelworkers  
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