
 

 

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 
Prime Minister of Canada 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A2 
 
November 2, 2017 
 
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau, 
 
We are writing this Open Letter in advance of your upcoming trip to Vietnam, in connection with 
the APEC Summit, and the Philippines, in connection with the ASEAN Summit, to share Amnesty 
International’s assessment of serious human rights concerns in both countries and 
recommendations as to specific reforms and other positive action, including the release of 
prisoners of conscience, that we hope you will raise at every opportunity in meetings with 
Vietnamese and Philippine officials.  We also have a number of recommendations as to 
measures we urge you to raise with ASEAN members regarding steps that organization can and 
must take to help address the Rohingya crisis in Myanmar. 
 
We have attached two short briefing papers providing a high level overview of pressing human 
rights challenges in the two countries about which Amnesty International is particularly 
concerned at this time.  That includes: 
 

 A sustained clampdown on freedom of expression and crackdown against human rights 
defenders continues in Vietnam, arising in a context of arbitrary arrest, unfair trials and 
torture and ill-treatment.  We urge you to press Vietnamese authorities to:  
 

o Immediately and unconditionally release all prisoners of conscience held in the 
country, including Nguyễn Văn Đài, Lê Thu Hà and Nguyễn Ngọc Như Quỳnh (also 
known as Mẹ Nấm or Mother Mushroom). 
 

o End the practice of incommunicado pre-trial detention, which may be extended up 
to two years and which facilitates torture and ill-treatment; ensure that detainees 
have regular access to lawyers, family and adequate medical care; and end the 
arbitrary arrest and prosecution of activists peacefully exercising their rights to 
freedom of expression, association and assembly. 
 

 The Philippines faces a full-blown human rights crisis, marked by a wave of extrajudicial 
killings linked to the government’s anti-drug campaign. It is estimated that up to 12,000 
people, including 50 children, have been killed in the 16 months since President Duterte 
assumed power. There are extensive reports of torture and other ill-treatment by police 
officers during arrest and detention, and concerns about human rights violations in the 
context of the declaration of martial law in the South of the country. We urge you to press 
Philippine authorities to: 

 
o End extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary killings and incitement to carry out killings, 

in the context of the ‘war on drugs’. 



  

o Conduct an independent and impartial inquiry into all enforced disappearances and 
extrajudicial killings and ensure that perpetrators of these crimes are brought to 
justice. 
 

o Ensure the special protection of children in all drug-related operations, and 
investigate all killings of children in anti-drug operations as a matter of priority. 

  
o Prioritise the establishment of a National Preventative Mechanism for torture, in 

accordance with the governments' obligations under the Optional Protocol to the 
UN Convention against Torture, noting that Canada is moving to become a party to 
the Optional Protocol as well. 
 

o Expedite criminal investigations on cases of torture and other ill-treatment, and 
ensure that the prosecution of police officers suspected of torture and ill-treatment 
are prioritised over administrative and disciplinary processes, which must not be 
substitutes for criminal procedures. 
 

o Limit the scope of martial law to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the 
situation and ensure security forces show utmost restraint and fully respect the 
country’s obligations under international human rights law. 

 
Finally Prime Minister, your attendance at the ASEAN Summit offers an important opportunity 
to press ASEAN members to take action in the face of the grave human rights and humanitarian 
crisis facing the Rohingya people in Myanmar.  Amnesty International has documented 
extensive ethnic cleansing and widespread crimes against humanity committed by Myanmar 
security forces against Rohingya civilians, over 600,000 of who have fled to neighbouring 
Bangladesh in the past two months.  We understand that you will receive a briefing from your 
Special Envoy, Bob Rae, who is currently in the region.  We urge you to press ASEAN member 
states to: 
 

 Hold an emergency ASEAN Summit to facilitate discussions with Myanmar on: ending 
the violence, human rights violations and crimes under international law; ensuring 
humanitarian assistance to Rohingya refugees and the safe and dignified return of 
those who wish to go home; ending entrenched discrimination against the Rohingya; 
and supporting independent investigations into human rights violations and helping to 
bring perpetrators to justice. 
 

 Impose a comprehensive arms embargo on Myanmar that covers the direct and indirect 
supply, sale or transfer, including transit and trans-shipment of all weapons, munitions, 
and other military and security equipment, including the provision of training and other 
military and security assistance. 
 

 Impose targeted financial sanctions against senior officials responsible for serious 
violations. 

 
We would welcome an opportunity to meet with you or your officials to discuss these concerns 
and recommendations further. 
 



  

Sincerely, 

   
Alex Neve    Béatrice Vaugrante 
Secretary General   Directrice Générale 
Amnesty International Canada  Amnistie internationale Canada francophone 
(English branch) 
 
 


