HALT THE SITE C HYDRO-ELECTRIC DAM
To the Government of Canada and the Government of British Columbia:
The environmental assessment of the Site C dam concluded that flooding more than 80 km of
the Peace River in northeastern British Columbia would “severely undermine” the rights of the
Indigenous peoples who rely on the valley and its unique ecosystems.
A legal challenge to Site C is still before the courts. Canada’s obligations under Treaty 8, the
Canadian Constitution, and international human rights law are all at stake.
We are shocked that construction of the dam has gone ahead even though these crucial issues
still unresolved. We urge you to immediately suspend all authorizations and permits for the
construction of the dam until the underlying Indigenous rights issues have been properly
addressed.
Name (please print)

Address (include postal code)

Signature

Please submit petition to:
Amnesty International Canada
312 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, ON K1N 1H9
Contact: cbenjamin@amnesty.ca
I wish to receive email alerts and updates about Amnesty’s
human rights work (1-2 times per month)

Phone and Email

Site C Dam: Backgrounder
Indigenous peoples have the right to protect their traditions and cultures
The planned Site C dam in northeastern British Columbia is one of the largest resource development projects currently
planned anywhere in Canada. There is no dispute that construction of the dam, and the flooding of an 80 kilometre long
stretch of the banks and floor of the Peace River Valley, will have a severe impact on the First Nations and Métis families
and communities who depend on this unique ecosystem.
In fact, a joint federal-provincial environmental assessment concluded that the dam would cause permanent, irreversible
harm to the ability of First Nations and Métis peoples in the region to practice their cultures and traditions, would make
fishing unsafe for at least a generation, and would submerge burial grounds and other crucial cultural and historical sites.
The construction of the Site C dam is particularly alarming because large-scale resource development activity, including
logging and oil and gas development, has already severely the available lands on which Indigenous peoples in the region
can practice their cultures and traditions. “We said no to the destruction of that valley. It’s the last chunk of valley that we
have and it’s vitally important," says Chief Roland Willson, West Moberly First Nation.
BC Hydro has already begun construction of the Site C dam, including clear-cutting large areas of the valley floor in
preparation for eventual flooding, even though legal challenges by First Nations are still before the courts.






Deadline: If the deadline to submit petitions has passed and you want to know if the petition deadline has been extended or if there is a new
version of the petition available, please contact cbenjamin@amnesty.ca
Sending in petitions: Once this petition is completed, please submit it within a week to Amnesty International in Ottawa, ON at the address listed
on the petition.
Take the next step:
o To learn more about this issue visit www.amnesty.ca/indigenous
o Promote the online version of this petition: http://bit.ly/1kSDfru
o Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/amnestycanada
o Join our Facebook group on Indigenous Rights at www.facebook.com/Action4IndigenousRights
Questions: If you have any questions about this petition or other actions you can take on this issue please contact, cbenjamin@amnesty.ca or tel.
(613) 744 - 7667 ext 235.
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