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Taner Kılıç reunited with his wife, Hatice, and daughters in Istanbul, Turkey, shortly after his release from prison.

FINALLY FREE: TANER KILIÇ RELEASED IN TURKEY
Honorary Chair of Amnesty Turkey freed in August after 14 months behind bars
“I want to thank everyone… Amnesty members, activists and supporters. I want to express my deep gratitude
to those who participated in protests for me in the rain, the mud and the blazing sun; to everyone who sent me
countless letters, cards from Canada to Japan, from Norway to Benin. Thank you so very much.”—Taner Kılıç
Taner Kılıç, the Honorary Chair of
Amnesty International Turkey, was
released from prison on August 15 after
more than 14 months behind bars. He
was reunited with his family after being
released by a court in Istanbul.
For over a year, Amnesty supporters
relentlessly campaigned for Taner’s
freedom. Nothing will erase the injustice
Taner has suffered, locked up and kept
away from his family and friends without
a shred of evidence against him.
Taner has thanked his supporters and
said he hopes the campaign for his
release helps to highlight the situation

of other victims of politically motivated
prosecutions in Turkey.

forensic analyses found no trace of
ByLock on his phone.

More than one million people signed
Amnesty International appeals
demanding the release of Taner Kılıç and
10 other Turkish human rights defenders
after their arrest in the summer of 2017.

“I hope it was not for nothing, that the
awareness generated around the world
will help others face fair trials in Turkey,”
said Taner.

Taner was arrested on baseless
charges of “membership of a terrorist
organization”. He was accused of using
an encrypted messaging app called
ByLock, which the Turkish government
said was used by members of the
banned Fetullah Gülen group. Two
police reports and two independent

With his trial set to resume in
November, the campaign for justice for
Taner is far from over.

THANK YOU!

For reuniting Taner
with his family.

THANK YOU

FOR YOUR SOLIDARITY WITH MEXICO’S FAMILIES OF THE DISAPPEARED
Itzel Plascencia/Amnesty International

Amnesty Canada’s Secretary General Alex Neve and Campaigner Kathy Price in Mexico City with Grace Fernández, whose brother was disappeared.
Grace is a leader in the Movement for Our Disappeared in Mexico.

Dear human rights supporter,
Because of your incredibly generous support, Amnesty
Canada campaigner Kathy Price and I were able to
travel to Mexico earlier this year to be part of an Amnesty
International mission to investigate and end the epidemic of
disappearances in Mexico.

still have far to go in their search for justice and their fight for the reforms
that will bring their wrenching crisis to an end.

Today more than 35,000 people have been reported
disappeared in Mexico. Little has been done to search for
the disappeared or investigate who is to blame. We met with
Mexican government officials, spoke with families, and joined
a Mother’s Day march with people who are standing up in
strength to demand answers from their government.

ROHINGYA REFUGEE CRISIS:
Upcoming mission to Bangladesh

Apart from the critical research work, we were also in Mexico to
show solidarity with the families of the disappeared. Kathy and
I were delivering a powerful message from Amnesty supporters
in Canada. We took with us paper solidarity butterflies—lovingly
handmade by Amnesty supporters across Canada.
Hundreds and hundreds of those butterflies are now in the
hands of families in Mexico who have waged what has often felt
like a lonely struggle for truth and justice for their loved ones.
After we delivered the paper butterflies, there were many tears
and hugs as the message settled in—that far away in Canada,
there were thousands of concerned individuals who knew of
their struggle and were standing with them in that struggle.
The hashtag #NoEstanSolas captures it so poignantly and
powerfully: No Estan Solas—you are not alone.
We returned to Canada with our hearts filled with moving,
humbling memories of several days. Together, we will
continue with this solidarity and this struggle. For the families
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—Alex Neve, Secretary General

As this newsletter goes to print, I’m preparing to leave on a mission to
Bangladesh where I’ll be visiting camps in the south east of the country
where Rohingya refugees are living, having fled atrocities in Myanmar. The
Amnesty team will be researching and reporting on the experiences of the
Rohingya refugees. This mission—like all of Amnesty’s missions—is only
made possible through your generous donations. I’ll be posting updates to
our website amnesty.ca and will report back in the next issue of the Candle.
Thank you for ensuring that Amnesty is on the ground in Bangladesh and in
crisis spots around the world.
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Freed blogger Nguyen Ngoc Nhu Quynh
arrives in Texas with her family.

VIET NAM: Prisoner of conscience thanks Amnesty supporters
“Thank you especially to Amnesty and the
other organizations. It’s not just freedom
for myself and my family. It will be for all
Vietnamese. I think we have a lot of things
to fight in the future,” said former prisoner
of conscience Nguyen Ngoc Nhu Quynh
after she arrived in Houston, Texas, from
Viet Nam on October 17.

and elderly mother.

She was originally sentenced to 10 years
in jail just for peacefully criticizing the
government online. The good news of
her release, which comes as a relief after
two years behind bars, is also a reminder
of Viet Nam’s worsening record of jailing
anyone who criticizes the regime. There
are over one hundred people languishing
Released from prison earlier in the day,
the blogger who writes under the penname in jail because they peacefully spoke their
“Mother Mushroom” has been exiled to the mind—in public, on blogs, or on Facebook.
United States with her two young children

SUDAN:
Government critic released
Activist and teacher Matar Younis Ali
Hussein has been freed in Sudan. He
was arrested on April 1 for criticizing the
Sudanese government’s human rights
violations in Darfur. He was charged with
allegedly “undermining the constitutional
system” and “waging war against the state”,
both of which carry the death penalty or
life imprisonment. He was also charged
with espionage. Following an outcry from
Amnesty International and others, the
authorities dropped the trumped-up charges
and released him. Matar Younis should
never have been persecuted for fearlessly
challenging the Sudanese government to
protect the displaced people of Darfur.

Friends and family celebrate with Matar Younis Ali
Hussein (second left) after his release from prison.

PARAGUAY: Lawyer Raúl
Marín freed
“I want to express my sincere thanks to the
activists of Amnesty,” said human rights
lawyer Raúl Marín after his release on May
30. “Thanks to your support I’ve been
released from house arrest after two years.
If it weren’t for your collaboration I would
not have achieved it.”
Marín had been arrested in January 2016
because of his work defending the land
rights of the Marquetalia community in
Paraguay. He was giving people advice on
their right to decent housing. In Paraguay,
those who bravely stand up to defend their
land and the environment are frequently
targeted because of their work. Marín
was arbitrarily detained for a month, then
spent more than two years under house
arrest for alleged “obstruction of justice”.
Marín has faced frequent harassment and
stigmatization because of his work.

© Private
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SYRIA: You’re helping expose evidence of war crimes in the rubble
© Amnesty International

In October, Kumi Naidoo, the new global

Amnesty’s global head, Kumi Naidoo, walks through the ruins of Raqqa, Syria, October 2018.

head of Amnesty International, was in
Syria. In the city of Raqqa, the former selfproclaimed capital of the so-called Islamic
State (IS), Kumi witnessed the destruction
caused by the US-led coalition’s relentless
bombardment during a four-month battle that
ended a year ago. Residents are still digging
corpses from the rubble.
“It is hard to convey how grim and ghostly
parts of the city are,” Kumi said. “Raqqa’s
central old city is now a shell of bombedout buildings. Apartment blocks have been
smashed to smithereens, with many now
resembling collapsed layer cakes.”

“Raqqa’s central old city is now
a shell of bombed-out buildings.
Apartment blocks have been
smashed to smithereens, with
many now resembling collapsed
layer cakes.” —Kumi Naidoo

Amnesty researchers have made multiple
visits to Syria over the past year and have
interviewed hundreds of survivors. In August
2017, Senior Crisis Response Adviser
Donatella Rovera was in Raqqa as the battle
raged between the Coalition and IS. On a
return trip in February, Donatella described a
level of devastation worse than anything she
had seen in decades of researching in war
zones.

But IS crimes do not relieve the Coalition of
its obligation to uphold the laws of war. And
Amnesty researchers have found evidence
that the Coalition attacks violated international
law by causing excessive civilian harm and

Amnesty has extensively documented that
IS fighters committed war crimes against
Raqqa’s civilians. 			

failing to distinguish between military targets
and civilians. Delivering accountability in
Raqqa would be welcome in a conflict that
has seen too much civilian blood spilled by

all sides.

RUSSIA: Amnesty researcher subjected to mock execution in Ingushetia
© Amnesty International

After being abducted in the south of Russia, Amnesty
researcher Oleg Kozlovsky survived a terrifying ordeal.

Oleg Kozlovsky is an Amnesty
International researcher who recently
survived a terrifying ordeal in the Southern
Russian republic of Ingushetia while
observing peaceful protests. On the night
of October 6, Oleg was in the capital city,
Magas, when he was approached by a
man claiming to be a representative of
protest organizers. Oleg was driven to a
location outside the city where he was
stripped, threatened, beaten and abused
in an ordeal that lasted two hours.
“They held a gun to my head and told
me they were going to kill me,” Oleg said.
“The men identified themselves as being
officers of a special police unit. They
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demanded to know the names of my
contacts in Ingushetia and threatened to
kill my wife and children if I reported what
happened.”
“But I won’t be bullied into silence. It’s
imperative that the world knows the risks
that human rights defenders and activists
face in Russia.”

Your generous support means
dedicated Amnesty researchers
are exposing human rights
abuses all over the world.
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Bashir Makhtal: Freed and back
home in Canada thanks to you!
After 11 years of wrongful imprisonment in Ethiopia, Canadian
citizen Bashir Makhtal finally returned home to Canada on April 21
and was reunited with his loved ones.
Bashir’s story begins in Somalia in late 2006 when conflict broke out.
Together with countless others, Bashir fled the fighting and sought
refuge across the Kenyan border, where many found themselves
detained for weeks and then illegally transferred to Ethiopia. Bashir
was falsely accused of providing support to an armed group, and,
after a grossly unfair trial, was sentenced to life imprisonment.
Bashir was never alone. From the moment he was arrested, his
cousin Said Maktal led the campaign for Bashir’s release and return
home—a campaign that was backed by Amnesty International
supporters across Canada. Said and Bashir have expressed their
deep gratitude for the tireless support of Amnesty members.

Bashir Makhtal (left) reunited with his wife, Aziza, and cousin Said at
Toronto’s Pearson Airport.

Colombia: Threatened defender
Erlendy Cuero visits Canada
© Craig Benjamin/Amnesty International

Enough of Saudi Arabia’s contempt for
human rights
The outrage over the killing of journalist Jamal Khashoggi reflects a sense
that the world has had enough of Saudi Arabia’s unrelenting repression.
Saudi Arabia has silenced its critics, locked up women’s-rights
defenders, treated women as second-class citizens in public and private
life, imprisoned blogger Raif Badawi, and committed brutal war crimes in
Yemen. This must no longer be tolerated.
In August, Canada’s Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland
commendably tweeted for the release of women’s-rights activists and
Badawi. But for the most part, Canada has gone with the international
consensus of seeking favour with the Saudi regime. Canada even sold
$15-billion worth of armoured vehicles to the Saudis.

Erlendy Cuero visited Canada and spoke of the huge risks faced by human
rights defenders in Colombia.
Because of your support, Amnesty International was able to
organize a visit to Canada in May by a courageous witness from
the front lines of the human rights struggle in Colombia.
© Amnesty International

Erlendy Cuero is vice-president of the National Association of
Displaced Afro-descendant Colombians. Her brother Bernardo, also
a vocal defender of Afro-Colombian rights, was gunned down in
2017. In April of this year, hitmen killed two nephews. Erlendy’s son
narrowly escaped the same fate. As she speaks out and pursues
justice, Erlendy has received death threats.

There could be no more meaningful legacy for Jamal Khashoggi than
an end to the days of governments ignoring or excusing Saudi Arabia’s
abysmal human-rights record.

During her visit to Canada, Erlendy met with members of parliament
and government officials, and appealed for strengthened support
by Canada for human rights defenders and the vulnerable people
they seek to protect.
“It’s so important that you have helped me to make visible in Canada
the violence we face,” Erlendy told us. “We need your support.”
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Amnesty supporters protesting outside the Saudi Arabian embassy in Ottawa.
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CHINA: With your support Liu Xia is finally free
© JUSSI NUKARI/AFP/Getty Images

Chinese artist Liu Xia arrives at Helsinki Airport in July while on her way to start a new life in Germany after years of house arrest in China.
Chinese painter, poet and photographer Liu Xia
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a new life for herself in Germany. Her departure from China in
closely monitored by state security agents. Amnesty supporters
July came after years of pressure on Beijing from human rights had long demanded that China end the house arrest and
supporters around the world, including Amnesty International
surveillance of Liu Xia, stop the harassment, and allow her to
members.
travel freely.
Liu Xia’s husband was Liu Xiaobo, the Nobel laureate, human
rights activist and prisoner of conscience, who died in custody
of liver cancer in July 2017 shortly after the Chinese authorities
refused his last wish to travel abroad to receive treatment.

Liu Xia never gave up on her wrongfully imprisoned husband,
and for this she was cruelly punished. It’s wonderful news that
she is finally free.

CAMBODIA: Land rights activist Tep Vanny released from prison
Tep Vanny is not a criminal. She was jailed for
standing up against a luxury tourist construction
project that forced thousands of families from their
homes around Boueng Kak—a lake in Cambodia’s
capital city of Phnom Penh.

As an Amnesty
supporter, you are
calling for the release
of all prisoners of
conscience around the
world. Thank you!

© Amnesty International

After more than two years in jail in Cambodia for her
peaceful activism, Tep Vanny is once again reunited
with her family, including her two young children who
were badly missing their mother.

Because of her activism, Tep Vanny has been
harassed, beaten, arrested five times and sent to
prison on politically motivated charges. In February
2017, she was sentenced to two and half years’
imprisonment for peacefully protesting in front of the
prime minister’s house.
Amnesty International considered Tep Vanny a prisoner
of conscience. She was one of the cases in Amnesty’s
global We Defend campaign, and more than 200,000
people around the world called for her release.
Today there’s nothing left of Boueng Kak Lake. It has
been filled with sand. But Tep Vanny has not given
up her struggle for justice. Thank you for letting Tep
Vanny know that she has friends around the world who
support her in her human rights work.
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL | RIGHTS!NOW | FALL 2018

Tep Vanny after leaving prison on August 21. She was imprisoned for campaigning to protect
her community from a luxury tourist construction project.
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There is more than one way
to help human rights work...
1. Consider a gift of stock
Your loyalty as a donor is truly appreciated and we
wanted to let you know about another exciting way
you could support human rights. Did you know that
you can make a gift of stocks or mutual fund units
to Amnesty International? There are significant
tax advantages in donating your shares in stocks,
including eliminating capital gains tax while also
receiving a full market value tax receipt for your gift!
This type of donation allows you to maximize your
charitable giving.

THE KIND OF LEGACY I WANT TO LEAVE
“I like charites that
are noisy, that strive
to be heard. I’ve
developed faith
in Amnesty to do
just that.”
—Ann Atkinson

For more information on giving a gift of stocks or
mutual fund units, please visit amnesty.ca/stocks

2. Give through your workplace
Your employer might help you double the impact
of your donation to Amnesty International’s human
rights work. Many companies have matching
gift programs and will match their employees’
donations to registered Canadian charities. To
participate, simply check with your company’s
Human Resources department to find out about
your company’s Workplace Giving Program.
For more information on Workplace Giving, please
visit amnesty.ca/workplace-giving

3. Raise money for human rights
Whether it’s knitting teddy bears, playing music,
running, or baking cupcakes, you can help support
change in the world through your passions! Raising
money for human rights doesn’t have to mean
organizing a big event. It could be as simple as
sharing tea and cupcakes, or as ambitious as
cycling across Canada. It all depends on what you
love to do. Find out at amnesty.ca/fundraise how to
use your time and talents to fundraise and increase
awareness of human rights.

Thank you for your generous support!
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My first donation to Amnesty International was in response to a
letter in 1987. It was about torture—“We are God in here”, the
torturers said. The inhumanity of humanity can be enormous, and
I was glad to be able to do something about it. I continued to give
regular donations to Amnesty for years.
When I was asked if I wanted protecting human rights to be a
part of my legacy to the world, it was an easy decision for me. My
involvement now would last way beyond me, helping ensure the
human rights of future generations.
A legacy lives on. It will help create a fair world in which all
human beings can earn a decent living, enjoy basic education
and healthcare, have the freedom to speak out for their rights,
and be treated as equals.
It’s the kind of legacy that I, personally, want to leave.
—Ann Atkinson
Ann Atkinson is a Human Rights Guardian, having left a lasting
legacy to human rights and justice through a gift in her will to
Amnesty International.

Your belief in human rights for all, forever,
can live on
For more information, or to let us know that you have
remembered Amnesty International in your Will, please contact
Amnesty’s legacy gift planner Hala Al-Madi directly at halmadi@
amnesty.ca or 613-744-7667 ext 223.
Or visit Amnesty.ca/legacy for more information.
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Have your credit card or
banking details changed?
If there are any changes to your
financial information, please let us
know by using the enclosed coupon or
calling 1-800‑266-3789. If you donate
by credit card and you receive a new
card, please remember to let us know
the new number and/or expiry date so
that your support of Amnesty’s human
rights work will continue.

Has your address changed?

THIS DECEMBER JOIN THE WORLD’S
BIGGEST HUMAN RIGHTS EVENT

If you have moved, or if you will be
moving in the near future, please let
us know by using the enclosed coupon
or by calling 1-800-266-3789 or
by using our secure on-line update
form at amnesty.ca/myinformation.
Thank you!

Free holiday cards for
Amnesty monthly donors
As a way of thanking you for so
generously supporting our human
rights work, we’d like to offer you some
free Amnesty International greeting
cards. To order your cards, please fill
out the enclosed coupon, phone us at
1-800-AMNESTY (1-800-266-3789)
or email members@amnesty.ca.

Hundreds of thousands of
Amnesty International supporters
will be writing letters, signing
petitions, lighting candles and
wearing Amnesty’s signature
yellow on (or around) December
10th to mark International Human
Rights Day. Sign up today and

Thank you for your loyal support which
makes all of Amnesty’s work possible!

see how you can get involved,
either on your own or at one of the
hundreds of events being planned
across Canada.

1-800-AMNESTY
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