
What is a Human Rights Defender? 

Anyone who takes action to peacefully defend human rights is a human 

rights defender. They can be teachers, students, political opponents, 

factory workers, activists, journalists, lawyers, or anyone else who stands 

up for human rights.   

Human Rights Defenders are Under Attack 
Around the world, people who take a stand for human rights are being 

undermined by smear campaigns, government surveillance, unjust im-

prisonment and forced disappearance. Many have even been killed.  
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When you take action to protect a human rights defender, the impact of 

your support is felt by the entire community whose rights are at stake. 

Not only that, you become a human rights defender as well! 

Take Action Now!  

Visit www.amnesty.ca/wedefend to take action 

in support of courageous human rights      

defenders and learn about more ways to get 

involved.  

Be Part of Our Photo Action! 

Take a picture declaring “I am a Human 

Rights Defender” and tell us why you take 

action for human rights. Use the hashtag 

#WeDefend on social media.  

Join Write for Rights!  

On December 10th, join Amnesty supporters 

for the world’s largest letter-writing event. All 

of the 2017 cases will support human rights 

defenders. 

www.amnesty.ca/wedefend 
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