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I, MARIA LAHOOD, an attorney admitted to practice before this Court,
hereby declare that the following statements are true, accurate, and correct to the
best of my knowledge, information, and belief, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746:

1. I am one of the attorneys for Plaintiff-Appellant Maher Arar in the
above-captioned matter. I submit this declaration in support of Mr. Arar’s Motion
for Judicial Notice of the 2006 REPORT OF THE EVENTS RELATING TO MAHER ARAR
by the COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE ACTIONS OF CANADIAN OFFICIALS IN
RELATION TO MAHER ARAR (“Commission Report”).

2. The Canadian Commission of Inquiry was established on February 35,
2004, on the recommendation of the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Safety and Emergency Preparedness, and pursuant to an Order in Council, to
investigate and report on the actions of Canadian officials in relation to Maher
Arar. The Honorable Dennis R. O'Connor, Associate Chief Justice of Ontario was
appointed Commissioner of the Inquiry.
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3. The Commission’s “Factual Inquiry” focused on the actions of
Canadian officials in relation to Maher Arar, including while he was detained in
the United States, deported to Syria via Jordan, imprisoned in Syria and after his
return to Canada.

4. The Commission has reported that during the Factual Inquiry, over 70

government officials were called as witnesses, and that the government produced



approximately 21,500 documents. Some evidence was received in camera, but all
of the Commission’s conclusions were made public, including those based on in
camera evidence. Commission Report: ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS at 10.

5. I hereby certify that the three-volume report enclosed herewith
constitutes a true, accurate, and complete copy of the Commission Report, which
was issued on September 18, 2006.

6. The Commission concluded “categorically that there is no evidence to
indicate that Mr. Arar has committed any offence or that his activities constitute a
threat to the security of Canada.” Id. at 59.

7. The Commission found that Canadian investigators “thoroughly and
exhaustively followed all information leads available to them in connection with
Mr. Arar’s activities and associations.” Id. In fact, the “Canadian investigators
made extensive efforts to find any information that could implicate Mr. Arar in
terrorist activities,” and “they found none.” Id.

8. The Commission found that “[t]here is no evidence that Canadian
officials participated or acquiesced in the American authorities’ decisions to detain
Mr. Arar and remove him to Syria.” Id. at 14.

0. The Commission found that on October 4, 2002, Canadian officials
responded to a request by a U.S. official with a fax making clear that although a

detailed investigation of Mr. Arar or a link analysis on him had yet to be



completed, the investigating body was unable to indicate links to al-Qaeda. Id. at
114. See also, Joint Appendix, A-330 (October 2002 fax from OIC Project A-O
Canada, attached as Ex. I to the Letter from Maria LaHood to Hon. David G.
Trager (July 27, 2005)).

10. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and

Wi (ol

Maria C. LaHood

correct.

Executed on December 12, 2006.




